French 2020-2021
FR101 Elementary French I. This course is designed as an introduction to the language and cultures of French-speaking (Francophone) regions of the world. In a simulated immersive environment enhanced with texts, audio-visual and internet resources, students will begin to develop competencies in listening, speaking, reading, and writing about self-generated information related to their daily lives and to life in different foreign cultural settings. Emphasis on the acquisition of basic communicative skills, i.e. naming and describing people, places, and objects in Francophone and non-Francophone cultural settings. Note: In order to fulfill the all-college language requirement, students must take FR102. No prerequisites. 1 unit --   Tallent,  Department
FR102 Elementary French II. This course is designed to build on skills acquired in FR101. In a simulated immersive environment enhanced with texts, audio-visual and internet resources, students will continue to develop competencies in listening, speaking, reading, and writing about self-generated information related to their daily lives and to life in different foreign cultural settings. Students will use language to complete simple tasks in specified Francophone as well as non-Francophone contexts. Prerequisite: FR101 or COI. (We strongly recommend that students take 102 within 8 blocks of 101.) 1 unit –  Diop, Department
103 Review of Elementary French:. A lower-level maintenance course. Review of grammar with supervised oral practice. Prerequisite: FR101 or equivalent. 0.25 unit.  -- Department  
104 Review of Elementary French. A lower-level maintenance course. Review of grammar with supervised oral practice. Prerequisite: FR101 or equivalent. 0.25 unit.   —  Department
159  French Civilization.  This course will explore the historical and cultural development of the French hexagon from the Franks’ efforts to repel the Muslim invaders and unite the disparate tribes of France (and much of Europe) under their rule, to modern conflicts between the descendants of North African immigrants and members of the ultra-nationalistic Front National.  The goal of this course is not only to understand the history and culture of a long-time American ally and major world power, but also to appreciate the complexities of any national identity (or identities) and the importance of narrative in its formation.  (Not offered 2020-2021) 2 units.  OPEN TO FYE STUDENTS ONLY.  
160 Haiti’s Past and Present through Literature (FYE). This course will examine the historical narratives of Haiti’s past and how they seek to explain the themes of exploitation and corruption that have characterized the country’s present. We will read about the individuals and events of Haitian history and explore the often catastrophic effects that the cultural forces of colonialism, racism, and imperialism have had on the nation’s development. From plays recounting the Haitian revolution and Toussaint l’Ouverture, to prose fiction depicting daily life before, during, and after the 2010 earthquake, we will identify how literary works—through their language and themes—speak forcefully against the dominant narratives depicting the Haitian people as willing victims of their own history. Taught entirely in English, but with some basic French and Haitian Creole language instruction where appropriate.  FYE – Open to First Years Only Prerequisites: None.  (Not offered 2020-2021) 2.0 units
201 Intermediate French I. This course is designed to build on the communication skills acquired in elementary French courses. In a simulated immersive environment enhanced with French/Francophone texts, films, and internet resources, students focus on developing reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills as well as increasing their knowledge and understanding of French/Francophone cultures. Prerequisite: French 102 or equivalent. Note: FR202 must also be taken in order to fulfill the language requirement for graduation or to continue into 300-level French courses. 1 unit.  -- Diop
202 Intermediate French II. This course is designed to build on the communication skills acquired in FR 201. In a simulated immersive environment enhanced with French/Francophone texts, films, and internet resources, students focus on developing reading, writing, speaking and listening skills as well as increasing their knowledge and understanding of French/Francophone cultures. Prerequisite: French 201 or COI. Note: Students must take FR201 prior to taking this course, and both units must be successfully completed in order to fulfill the language requirement for graduation or to continue into 300-level French courses. 1 unit.  – Department
203 Review of Intermediate French.  . A maintenance course for students who have taken French 201 or have an intermediate level of competence in French. A systematic review of grammar with supervised oral practice. Prerequisite: FR201 or equivalent. 0.25 unit.    —  Department
204 Review of Intermediate French.  . A maintenance course for students who have taken French 201 or have an intermediate level of competence in French. A systematic review of grammar with supervised oral practice. Prerequisite: FR201 or equivalent. 0.25 unit. —  Department
208 Great Authors in Translation.  For students who do not have time to develop the French skills necessary to take advanced literature courses, but still want to study and become familiar with well-known works from the French and Francophone literary tradition.  Emphasis on historical and literary context, identifying major themes, and close readings of key passages.  Authors may include:  Molière, Voltaire, Alexandre Dumas, Victor Hugo, Émile Zola, Marguerite Duras, Ousmane Sembène, and Albert Camus.  No prerequisites. (Not offered 2020-2021) 0.5 units.  
211 Intermediate French and Cultural Studies in Francophone Africa.  The sub-Saharan African region, specifically the country of Senegal, offers a unique experience to students, from both linguistic and socio-cultural perspectives.  The course for Summer Session 2006 will provide students with the unique opportunities to travel in Africa and study language (in this case intermediate French) and culture within the broader international content.  It will be based primarily on perspectives on literature, history, geography, social anthropology, politics, ecology and arts and crafts as well as on a formal and total immersion in language learning.  The course will be mostly an exploratory learning experience, which includes an introduction to contemporary Africa through historical perspectives: examining the diversity of African cultures and sub-cultures through their indigenous and inherited legacies, particularly the Francophone regions.  The course will also investigate the geo-politics of the colonial legacies by analyzing "the African" definition of the state within the concept of nationhood.  Furthermore, the course will expose the participant students to the intricate nature of African cultures, largely through prevailing cultural norms such as notions of caste, class and governmental politics, of the local African religions and the arts, etc.  In regards to the ecology, guided field trips will be organized to expose participants to the diverse and rich nature of the Senegalese savanna fauna and flora.  (Meets the Critical Perspectives: Diverse Cultures and Critiques designation.) No prerequisites. (Not offered 2020-2021 )  2 units.  
290 Advanced Language Study.  Intensive study and review of basic concepts of French grammar in context: sentence structure, syntax, and syntagma.  Further development of overall linguistic skills, with the goal of improving writing and speaking skills.  Materials include grammar-focused materials on French/Francophone cultures, literary texts, films, and the Internet.  Prerequisite: French 202 or equivalent. (Not offered 2020-2021) 1 unit 
300 Orientation in France.  Taught in France. Prerequisite: Must be enrolled in French Semester. (January half-block.) .5 unit.  -- Wade
301 Review of French with Emphasis on French/Francophone Civilizations and Cultures.  A maintenance course for students who have taken a 300-level course or have an advanced level of competence in French. Significant supervised conversation, reading and writing practice. Prerequisite: FR202 or equivalent. .25 units —  Department
302  Review of French with Emphasis on French/Francophone Civilizations and CulturesA maintenance course for students who have taken a 300-level course or have an advanced level of competence in French. Significant supervised conversation, reading and writing practice. Prerequisite: FR202 or equivalent .25 units—  Department  
304 Cultural Context and Oral Practice.  Bridge course between intermediate-level and advanced language courses. Students will develop higher levels of listening comprehension, oral competence, and communicative proficiency and will acquire oral strategies of expression through the study of written and recorded cultural material dealing with a variety of aspects, issues, and realities of the Francophone world. Student activities in the course will include interactive oral presentations of selected web-based materials, of reading and recordings from targeted cultures such as: comic strips, articles, magazines, film clips, songs, etc. Prerequisite: 202 or equivalent. 1 unit.  – Tallent
305 Cultural Context and Written Expression.  Advanced composition and conversation practice through the study of literary and cultural texts of France and the Francophone world. Limited to 15 students. Prerequisite: French 202 or equivalent 1 unit   —  O’Riley
306 Cultural Context and Critical Analysis.  Continues the acquisition of the French language and trains students in the most important methods of critical analysis through readings in different genres. Prerequisite: 305 or equivalent. 1 unit   —  O’Riley
308 Cultures and Civilizations of French-Speaking Regions.  The history, art, music, and literature of French-speaking regions (outside of France), such as Quebec, French Africa, French Latin America, and parts of Asia. Taught in French. Prerequisite: 304, 305 or equivalent or consent of instructor. (Not offered 2020-2021) 1 unit
309 Translation Practice French/English/French.  Introduction to theories of translation and a focus on techniques of translating technical, commercial, scientific, and literary texts from English into French and vice versa.  Seeks to increase students’ international communication skills while building up their cultural competence in French and Francophone worlds.  Prerequisite: French 202, 304, 305 or equivalent. 1 unit. -- Wade
310 Literature & Film.  Analysis of several novels and screenplays of different periods in comparison with their film versions in order to examine various modes of interpretation of the two media. Conducted in English. Students wishing to obtain credit for the French major, or the minor, must consult the instructor at the beginning of the course. For majors, novels must be read and papers must be written in French. No prerequisite. (Also listed as FM200.)  1 unit – O’Riley
316 Topics in French Culture (taught in English). Study of an aspect of French culture not represented in the regular curriculum. Topics may include various aspects of French culture such as France’s history and its political and economic structures, as well as their interaction with art, music, film, language and literature. Students wishing to obtain credit towards the French major or minor must consult the instructor at the beginning of the course. For such students, all possible readings must be read and all papers must be written in French. No prerequisite. Note: This course does NOT fulfill the all-college language requirement for graduation. 1 unit.  
Block 5. Issues in 19th Century Literature: Frankenstein/Hunchback of Notre Dame.   This course will examine two pivotal nineteenth-century Gothic novels, Mary Shelley’s masterpiece, Frankenstein (1818) and Victor Hugo’s magisterial Notre-Dame de Paris (1831), as historical, cultural, and literary phenomena through a wide range of generic iterations over two centuries. Beginning with key Enlightenment texts, we will examine the political and social contexts of Shelley’s and Hugo’s works with regard to scientific exploration, race, colonialism, disability, radicalism, feminism, slavery, ethics, and aesthetics. Significant time may be given to exploring the ways in which these novels have been reimagined through other media such as theatre, cinema, and digital media. It will be cross-listed with EN300 -- Issues in 19th-century Literature – Tallent, Richman
317 Topics in Francophone Culture (Taught in English). Study of an aspect of Francophone culture not represented in the regular curriculum. Areas of study may include the Caribbean, the Maghreb, Sub-Saharan Africa, or Quebec. Topics may include various aspects of these cultures such as their history and their political and economic structures, as well as their interaction with art, music, film, language and literature. Students wishing to obtain credit towards the French major or minor must consult the instructor at the beginning of the course. For those students, all possible readings must be read and all papers must be written in French. No prerequisite. Note: This course does NOT fulfill the all-college language requirement for graduation. (also listed as CO200) 1 unit – Department
Block 4:  From Cholera to the Coronavirus: Medicine & Confinement in Modern France.The Coronavirus, quarantine, and “social distancing” of 2020 have recently focused our attention on confinement as a remedy for the propagation of disease.  Yet throughout the Modern era, France and francophone countries have witnessed waves of dramatic, society-altering epidemics such as cholera and tuberculosis, whose effects range from the bodily to the ideological, confining people and populations in manifold ways. By reshaping domestic life and international currents, disease has served as a medium and catalyst for aesthetic and political revolution, as French-language writers channel wider health concerns and give voice to diverse experiences of affliction. At the convergence of history, literature, medicine, and the visual arts, this interdisciplinary course will explore illness—in its scientific and social etiologies—as an earth-shaking or making phenomenon. Through special attention to confinement, we will examine the physical and physiological effects of disease as well as its ramifications across psychological, sociological, and philosophical dimensions. – Hacklin

Blcok 8:  Introduction to the Literature and Cultures of Haiti.  Using the novels of three prominent Haitian authors as a starting point, this course will introduce students to the rich culture and unique history of the Republic of Haiti. Topics may include Toussaint L’Ouverture and the Haitian Revolution, the country’s subsequent political and economic instability, its unique natural resources as well as its environmental devastation, the American occupation of the early 20th century, the vodou religion, the authoritarian regimes under dictators like the Duvaliers and their Tonton Makout enforcers, and the Kreyòl language. -- Tallent
318 French for Business.  A critical examination of professional cultures in the Francophone world, comparative studies of Francophone economies, and practical communicative skills including appropriate vocabulary and business etiquette, the correct forms of a CV and formal correspondence in French, professional presentation skills, and practice articulating the value of a liberal arts education in a profession context.  Prerequisite: French 202 or consent of instructor.  (Not offered 2020-2021) 1 unit. 
319 FR319 Topics in French Culture (Taught in French). Study of an aspect of French culture not represented in the regular curriculum. Topics may include various aspects of French culture such as France’s history and its political and economic structures, as well as their interaction with art, music, film, language and literature. Prerequisite: FR305 or FR306. 1 unit.  
Block 1 –The Discipline of Love
From Lancelot and Guinevere to Sleeping Beauty and her prince, this course will examine how the stories and characters of French literature have shaped modern conceptions of romantic love. We will explore the topic of love as a discipline—in the sense of a body of knowledge to be learned—in order to uncover how narratives of love reinforced the patriarchal hierarchies of early modern France and ultimately to question our own attitudes surrounding affection, desire, friendship, and marriage. Tallent
320 Topics in Francophone Culture (Taught in French). Study of an aspect of Francophone culture not represented in the regular curriculum. Areas of study may include the Caribbean, the Maghreb, Sub-Saharan Africa, or Quebec. Topics may include various aspects of these cultures such as their history and their political and economic structures, as well as their interaction with art, music, film, language and literature. Prerequisite: FR305 or FR306. 1 unit
Block 2: Framing Sexual Diversity in the French Speaking World: Main focus on Africa and on the African Diaspora in Europe In this course we will use contemporary literary texts and films to explore questions related to diverse aspects of sexual diversity, such as sexuality, gender and race. Our aim is to understand what it means to apprehend sexual diversity within specific historic and sociopolitical from perspectives of the French speaking world. We will examine the social, political, economic and historical contexts presented in the texts and films in order to understand shifting attitudes towards sexual diversity. We will also use interdisciplinary theoretical perspectives and literary criticisms to help us better analyze how gender, identity, race and LGBT+ as well as other sexualities are constructed and performed in these socio-historic contexts.  Taught in French & English.   Kamga, Garcia

Block 3:  Le Sénégal au féminin : Littérature, Art et cinéma: In this class, taught in French, we will carry out a critical exploration/Study of selected works of ‘fiction’ by Senegalese women authors. In the process, we will look into the ways in which these writers have been constructing effective authoritative voices/discourse for themselves and for the socially marginalized. We will explore how these women writers are ‘infiltrating’ traditional patriarchal structures while subverting them and claiming important shares inside various social and political power structures. We will also examine the constitution of cinematic practice as a discourse, and the role it plays in both resisting and contributing to the reproduction of social relations. We will accomplish this and more through critical study of contemporary films and of novels. Our discussions will focus on issues of oppression/resistance, Exile, class, gender, Language, Colonialism etc. Prerequisite: FR304/FR305 or Equivalent.1 Unit- H- (G credit). – Diop and Djilo Kamga
Block 7 – Francophone Cultures in France.  Wade 

Block 7 –French Visual Culture: Films, Comics, and Images   --  O’Riley

Block 8: Women Visualizing and Narrating Africa.  In this course, we will screen poetic images and read narratives produced by African women while problematizing questions of national identity through contemporary issues such as race, racism, ethnicity, sexuality along with class and gender. Throughout Africa, women have emerged from the double oppression of patriarchy and colonialism. As producers, directors, actresses, scriptwriters, financiers, promoters, marketers and distributors of film, television, and video, they have become the unsung heroines of the moving image and narrative in postcolonial Africa. Unfortunately, these immense contributions by women are underrepresented, both in industry debates and in academic research. We will critically explore cases in which African women narrate powerful stories and where they are either in front or behind the camera lens discussing the many ways in which they overcome social, historical and political barriers.  Taught in French. Kamga
321 Identity and Revolution.  Examines the questions of identity and revolution in French and Francophone cultures.  Topics may include the French Revolution, anti-colonial struggle, feminist theory, philosophical issues in relation to French/Francophone culture.  Questions of individual, collective, and national identity examined through film, literature, new media and other sources.  Prerequisite: French 306 or consent of instructor. (Not offered 2020-2021)  1 unit.  
323 Themes in Francophone Literature.  Study of various themes in the literatures of the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, the Maghreb, or Quebec. Themes may include the politics of identity, exile, intertextuality, gender, women writers, etc. The structure and content of the course will depend on the theme and preference of the instructor. Prerequisite: French 306 or consent of instructor. (Not offered 2020-2021 ) 1 unit.  
324 Topics in Modern French Culture.  In-depth study of one aspect of modern French culture, such as philosophy, feminism, the media, forms of popular cultural expression, film, minorities in French society, etc. Prerequisite: French 306 or consent of instructor.  (also listed as FR316) (Not offered 2020-2021) -- 1 unit 
329 Paris & the Arts.  This course will introduce students to various aspects of the Parisian world. May include 20th-century theater, prose and poetry, theater as a genre, film, the manner in which the French understand questions of gender, race and the environment; the intersection of low and high culture; the relationship of popular texts to ideology. Taught in Paris, but not offered every year. Prerequisite: French 306 or consent of instructor. (Taught in France as part of the CC in France semester)  (not offered in 2018-2019) – 1 unit
409 Independent Readings. Senior majors only. 1 unit - Department

431 Research Methods.  Methods of analysis and theories of literature and culture. Training in research methodology; selection of topic for senior project, portfolio, or senior thesis; research and presentation of work in progress. Required of all majors. Prerequisite: Required of all Majors. 1 unit   — Diop
432 Senior Capstone. A final project, portfolio, or thesis (pending department approval), based on the research and preparation conducted in FR431.  All students will present their finished products in a formal presentation in French. 1 unit. – Diop
